Paper Mache for 4-3-26 by David Read

So what do I write about this week? The incredible Spring concert performed by the Yuba Sutter Symphony last weekend? The Rusty Spittoon Saloon Murder Mystery put on recently at the Sutter Theater Center for the Arts? Any of the myriad articles I’ve read or social media posts I’ve seen about unique arts programs occurring around the world? Recently I was talking to our Yuba-Sutter Poet Laureate, Marcelo Hernandez Castillo, about creating a series of events for local poets and writers. Didn’t know we have a Poet Laureate? If you don’t know Marcelo or his work, look him up. Poet, Memoirist, Translator, Educator. He crisscrosses the country on a regular basis lecturing and doing readings. He’ll be featured at the upcoming Sierra Poetry Festival in Grass Valley. Marcelo has worked in our schools and has even taught poetry at juvenile hall where he inspired at-risk, system-engaged youth to go really deep and create some beautiful, touching and revealing work. This reminded me that April is National Poetry Month and that got me thinking about what other art related recognitions occur this month.

But first, I was also recalling my own journey into poetry, not as a poet but as an appreciator of the form. My parents read me the usual nursery rhymes as a child, but I distinctly remember my father introducing me to Purple Cow by Gelett Burgess, Casey at the Bat by Ernest Lawrence Thayer, A Child’s Garden of Verses by Robert Louis Stevenson and of course, Trees by Joyce Kilmer. Then a little later there came the Trees parody I still remember reading in Mad Magazine. "I think that I shall never hear, A poem as lovely as a beer. The golden base, the foamy cap, The stuff that Joe's Bar has on tap.” All of this was long before I found myself on stage reciting sonnets by Shakespeare from memory, but that’s another story. 

So back to National Poetry Month. Established in 1996 by the Academy of American Poets, it is one of the most widely celebrated literary observances in the U.S. It encourages readers of all ages to engage with poetry, whether by reading classic works, discovering contemporary poets, or writing their own. April is also Jazz Appreciation Month, launched by the Smithsonian Institution in 2001. JAM celebrates jazz as a distinctly American art form with deep roots in African American history and culture. April is even recognized as International Guitar Month, celebrating one of the world’s most versatile and beloved instruments. From classical and flamenco traditions to rock, blues, and folk, the guitar’s reach spans cultures and generations. 

How about World Art Day on April 15, which also happens to be the birthday of Leonardo da Vinci? The day emphasizes the role of art in fostering dialogue, cultural exchange, and peace. There’s even National Dance Week held in late April which celebrates movement in all its forms. From ballet and modern to hip-hop and cultural dance traditions, the observance encourages participation and appreciation. 

In California, April is Arts, Culture, and Creativity Month which recognizes the vital role that the arts play in education, economic development, and community well-being statewide. It matters because it highlights how creative expression strengthens cultural identity, supports local economies, and ensures access to meaningful artistic experiences for people of all ages and backgrounds. Together, these April recognitions underscore the essential role the arts play in everyday life. Regardless of the art form, the arts offer a way to reflect, connect, and celebrate shared human experiences. For organizations like Yuba Sutter Arts & Culture, April presents a natural opportunity to amplify programming, engage new audiences, and highlight the creative voices that define and enrich our community. Regardless of what is of most interest to you, take a moment this month and engage in the arts whether at home or by attending a community event. 
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