Paper Mache for 3-6-26 by David Read

Somedays I feel like a broken record talking about the priceless value of arts in education in helping develop well rounded, caring, creative, empathetic, team oriented, insightful young people. (Have I left anything out?) But what better time to remind us of all of that than March, which has not one, not two, but at least three established acknowledgements of that value.  First, it is Arts Education Month in California, during which the California Department of Education and various county arts initiatives recognize the value of visual and performing arts (dance, music, theater, and visual art) for all students. But wait there’s more! On the National and International stage, it is also Youth Art Month. Designated by the Council for Art Education since 1961, this is a month-long celebration emphasizing the value of art education for children. March is also designated as Theater in Our Schools Month to shine a spotlight on the value and impact of theater education in K–12 schools. Sponsored by the American Alliance for Theater & Education and the Educational Theater Association, this initiative aims to advocate for theater education as an essential part of a well-rounded curriculum rather than just an extracurricular activity. 

Key aspects of the March youth theater designation include Advocacy for Arts Education: It encourages communities to support and protect drama programs, which are often the first to be cut during budget constraints. Celebrating Student and Teacher Talent: Schools, theaters, and community organizations use this time to showcase student performances, host workshops, and highlight the work of theater educators. Highlighting Developmental Benefits: The month emphasizes how theater builds essential skills, including confidence, creativity, collaboration, empathy, and communication. Public Awareness: It serves as a "call to action" to show how theater education helps young people "blossom," particularly in developing their voices and finding safe spaces for emotional expression. While celebrations occur nationwide, the designation brings together schools and communities to ensure all students have access to quality, consistent theater programs. 

At Yuba Sutter Arts & Culture, we try to walk the walk and not just talk the talk. Our many youth art programs include our just concluded annual Scholastic Art & Writing Awards program. We are the affiliate for seven counties and help recognize student achievement in every imaginable category of the visual arts and written word. Our two Poetry Out Loud County Champions are heading to Sacramento this coming Sunday and Monday to compete in this national program that recognizes students for their understanding and recitation of great poetry.  We offer a program called Kids’ Art Adventure which is a series of afterschool classes for 7 - 12 year olds at our Kalakara artist studio complex in Yuba City. And, speaking of youth theater programs, have you heard about our Center Stage Productions performing arts company? Begun in collaboration with Corey and Morgan Kersting, we present choreography and auditioning workshops leading up to full scale auditions for high quality summer musical productions. This year it’s Aladdin Jr. and Footloose for 7 - 17 year old students.  Auditions are March 7 and 8.

But what about opportunities for public displays of student visual artworks? Gotcha covered. The Marysville Charter Academy for the Arts Student Art Reception & Showcase will be held on March 21. The Lincrest Elementary Art Show returns on April 1 (no fooling!) displaying outstanding works inspired by the greats that you won’t believe young artists created. The Marysville High School Student Art Show is April 17, and the Yuba City High School Student Art Show is on April 24. Come out to any of these student art programs and get a better understanding of the state of arts education in our community. For more details, go to yubasutterarts.org. 
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