Paper Mache for 3-13-26 by David Read
During recent conversations with friends and others in the community, I asked about their memories of the first live music event they ever attended. What was the first concert you attended? My first concert, outside of a high school dance with a student-led band playing Led Zeppelin covers, was to see the Irish Rovers. Remember them? The Unicorn Song. I heard them even before I was able to drive. My mother drove two friends and me to the Anaheim Convention Center an hour away, to hear them. When I was a high school substitute teacher a few years back, I asked the students if they had ever attended a live concert. In five classes, only one student raised his hand, but his parents were apparently big concert goers. 
I’ve been a fan of Irish music since as long as I can remember. I still have the vinyl of that first Irish Rovers album. I enjoyed the local Irish musicians who played around L.A. after I learned to drive. There was Ireland’s 32, Molly Malone’s and Tom Bergin’s and then later when I moved to Washington, DC, it was The Irish Times, Pat Troy’s and Mrs. O’Leary’s. I remember how disappointed I was when I had my DNA checked through Ancestry and 23andMe for any signs of Irish heritage and came up empty.  
Irish music has been an important part of music in the U.S. since the beginning. Its roots in America trace back to the waves of Irish immigration during the 18th and 19th centuries, when millions of Irish people arrived fleeing poverty and the Great Famine of the 1840s. These immigrants brought with them a rich musical tradition filled with jigs, reels, ballads, and dance tunes performed on instruments such as the fiddle, flute, tin whistle, and uilleann pipes (Irish bagpipes).
In Irish immigrant communities across cities like New York, Boston, and Chicago, music served as a powerful way to maintain cultural identity and social connection. Informal gatherings, dances, and pub sessions helped preserve traditional tunes while also introducing them to broader American audiences. Over time, Irish musicians began blending their musical heritage with other traditions they encountered in the United States. Speaking of which, one of the most important outcomes of this cultural exchange was the influence Irish music had on the development of American folk and country music. The fiddle styles brought by Irish and Scottish immigrants helped shape Appalachian music and contributed to bluegrass and early country traditions. 
Irish music also influenced American popular music through the rise of Irish American performers in vaudeville and early recording industries in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Artists such as The Clancy Brothers helped spark a revival of interest in Irish folk music in the United States during the 1950s and 1960s, introducing traditional songs to a new generation of listeners. I am sorry to say I never heard the Clancy Brothers perform live, but their album with Van Morrison is still one of my favorites.  Of course, Van is from Northern Ireland, and, well that’s another story. 
Today, Irish music remains vibrant across the U.S. and the world. U2, Sinéad O'Connor, the Pogues, the Cranberries, the Waterboys, the Corrs and lots of others have kept Irish music in the mainstream for decades. Festivals, cultural organizations, and traditional music sessions continue to celebrate this heritage. From lively pub performances to major events surrounding St. Patrick's Day, Irish music continues to connect Americans with a musical tradition rooted in storytelling, community, and celebration. Speaking of which, join us at the Sutter Theater Center for the Arts, tomorrow, Saturday, March 14 for a lively evening of great Irish music by our favorite Irish culture bearers, One Eyed Reilly. Yubasutterarts.org. 
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