Paper Mache for 2-27-26 by David Read
For the past several weeks, I have been focused on three new public art projects, one funded and two that I hope to get funded. At Yuba Sutter Arts & Culture (YSAC), we believe that public art isn’t just beautification. It’s a tool for storytelling, civic pride, connection, and shared experience. The ambitious public art initiatives at play include Neon Alley adjacent to Plumas Street in Yuba City, the Wings of Remembrance Project at the historic Arboga Assembly Center in South Yuba County, and the Safe Streets for All Crosswalk Murals at three intersections along Plumas Street. Neon Alley has been funded thanks to a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts and the other two are pending approval. Each project reflects a distinct purpose and collectively underscores why public art matters in the Yuba-Sutter region. I hope we can all agree that public art plays a vital role in shaping the cultural identity, livability, and social fabric of our community.
Neon Alley will transform a previously overlooked alley adjacent to Plumas Street into an illuminated pedestrian corridor that celebrates local creativity and identity. Drawing inspiration from classic neon signage from the Town Pump, the Spur and other businesses and the rich street life of downtown Yuba City, this project will enhance the commercial district, increase nighttime vibrancy, and offer residents and visitors a place to linger, explore, and connect. More than decorative lighting, Neon Alley is a creative placemaking intervention that will further strengthen downtown vitality and create a memorable sense of place.
In contrast, the Wings of Remembrance Project centers on cultural memory and historical acknowledgment. At the Arboga Assembly Center, one of the World War II temporary detention sites for Japanese Americans, YSAC hopes to install three large origami crane sculptures symbolizing peace, hope, and resilience. This project amplifies the voices of descendant communities and invites reflection on a difficult chapter in national and regional history. By weaving artistic expression with educational engagement, Wings of Remembrance honors those whose lives were disrupted while deepening community understanding of civil liberties and shared heritage.
Complementing these efforts, the Safe Streets for All Crosswalk Murals initiative uses vibrant, community-inspired designs to enhance pedestrian safety and neighborhood identity at three key intersections on Plumas Street. I recently served on Civic Thread’s Yuba/Sutter Mobility Zones Community Committee and asphalt art of this sort was seen as a real benefit on several levels. Potentially funded by the AARP Community Challenge grant program due to their extra benefit for seniors, these murals will be co-designed with local stakeholders to reflect the cultural diversity and creative spirit of Yuba City. Functional and visual, the crosswalk murals leverage art as a tool for traffic calming, public awareness, and community pride.
Taken together, these projects demonstrate YSAC’s commitment to public art that is inclusive, purposeful, and impactful. Public art matters because it transforms ordinary spaces into places of meaning. It invites engagement across generations and backgrounds and it strengthens social cohesion by reflecting shared values and aspirations. Whether through lighting an alleyway, commemorating history, or beautifying streets for safety, public art has the power to elevate everyday life and spark moments of connection. In Yuba-Sutter, these public art projects are not isolated attractions. Rather, they are catalysts for community activation, economic vibrancy, and cultural dialogue. By investing in public art, YSAC is helping to cultivate a region where creativity is visible, accessible, and integral to civic life. Fingers crossed for success with the new grant applications. Wish us luck!
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